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To the brothers and Sisters of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge and all our Prince Hall Brothers
and Sisters worldwide:

The pillars of charity and brotherly love are solid principles that we stand on as brothers and sisters.
These pandemic times try us daily, but as brothers, we claim that we have "been tried, never denied, and
willing to be tried again." The sisters were told loudly and definitively to "be patient and wait"! Let the faith
of a mustard seed guide us and carry us through the most turbulent times that we have ever experienced.
God had brought us too far to leave us here, and we will not be turned around as he has not failed us yet.
We have watched so many brothers and sisters that we have love and who have toiled for excellence in our
organization pass away due to this pandemic but keep the faith. We as your editors implore you to guide
your life with words of the poem- Be Strong: "Be strong, for we are not here to play, dream or to drift, we
have hard work to do and heavy loads to lift, shun not the struggle, face it, 'tis God's gift, be Strong, be
strong, be strong"! Find peace in knowing that "TOUGH TIMES DON'T LAST, TOUGH PEOPLE DO"!

We are pleased to present OUR FIRST ISSUE of the re-imagined digest. According to Article XXXIV, Section
1 of the Constitution and bylaws of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Georgia, the Masonic
Digest is this jurisdiction's "official organ" of communication. It will be published periodically (quarterly) to
allow all lodges and chapters the opportunity to showcase their community service and fellowship events
for the jurisdiction and the world. The pandemic has forced us to become creative with our community
service events and our modes of fellowship as we strive to remain relevant and impactful in our communi-
ties. The Masonic Digest will continue to keep the membership in touch with each other and display our
works to the world as it did under the editorial leadership of Grand Master John Wesley Dobbs with the
Prince Hall Masonic Review in the 1930s to the 1960s. We want to thank the 18th Most Worshipful Grand
Master, Honorable Corey D. Shackleford Sr. for the vision to resurrect the Masonic Digest. We also want to
thank the previous editor's Brother Brian Garner, Past Master Antonio White, Past Master Ronald Skrine,
and Past Master Antonio Alston-Bey, for advice and guidance when the big question came up. They are a
part of the editorial history of the Masonic Digest. Thank Brother Dr. Charles Smith for working tirelessly
with his district to solicit articles and all other brothers and sisters that worked with us as points of contact
to ensure that their respective district, lodge, and chapter's charitable efforts were included. Thank you for

your continued support of your Masonic Digest and the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Geor-

gia. May we all strive to live and embody the words of the esteemed orator and longest-serving President
of Morehouse College, Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays: "Not failure, but low aim is sin."

Fraternally,

Worshipful Bertram Thomas Jr. (57), Grand Editor

Worshipful James Q. Leach (107), Grand Digital Editor
Worshipful Michael Johnson (8), Grand Communications Editor




Jurisdiction of Georgia,

In the beginning God created the heavens
and earth and the earth was without void
and darkness was upon the face of the
deep and God said let there be light and
there was light! As we approach a new
paradigm of a society of norms, let us em-
brace the beauty and the lessons learned
during this tribulation as a jurisdiction
thus be thankful that we can feel the heat
of the sun, the coolness of the wind and
the joy and laughter of our loved ones.

Thank you to all of you who have stayed
the course as we begin to springboard this
jurisdiction to a plateau that we have
never seen in the history of our 151 years
in existence. Thank you to our Masonic
Digest team for this impeccable body of
work for resurgence of our official organ of
communication to the masses. PM Ber-
tram Thomas, WM Quinton Leach and WM
Michael Johnson, they accepted the chal-
lenge set before them and delivered with
effective results. This publication is for
the membership to display your body of
work in your respective communities,
achievements, praises, and communica-
tion to the masses.

To the Executive Team of the Grand Lodge
and Chapter and State Head of Houses
thank you for you continued support of
this administration and uplifting the com-
monly but important Bible verse, “Behold
how good and how pleasant it is for Broth-
ers and Sisters to dwell together in unity,”.
To the Brothers and Sisters of this jurisdic-
tion your commitment is second to none
and the best is yet to come thank you and
stay tuned. Lastly, | leave you all with this
poem | penned a few years ago that ap-
pears to be even more relevant now. God
bless each of you!

rage03
WHY DO | TRAVEL?

ABLACK SUIT, WHITE SHIRT, BOW TIE, WITH BLACK SOCKS WITH BLACK LOAFERS MY SIZE. THE 1ST AND 3RD OF ANY GIVEN
DAY OF THE WEEK-MEN OF MANY FACES COME TOGETHER TO MEET. WE SPEAK ON THE LEVEL AND ACT BY THE LINE OF THE
PLUMB IN OUR RITUALS WE TEACH- THEN WE PART FROM THIS PLACE BY THE SQUARE OF OUR FEET. WHY DO | TRAVEL?

FROM WORSHIPFUL MASTER TO PAST MASTER WE ARE ALL THE SAME-WE START FROM THE CRAFT WHICH WAS OUR CLAIM
T0 FAME. WITH THE EAGERNESS OF THE CRAFT THAT WE ARE TRYING TO TAME, THUS WE LEARN FROM SIMPLICITY OF
WISDOM THAT WE T0O CAN BE SHAMED. WHY DO | TRAVEL?

OUR MORNING DAY STARTS FROM THE EAST RISE OF THE SUN, AND KEEPING IN OUR HEARTS THAT WE ARE MASTER
MASONS. WITH THE 24" GAUGE TO THE SOUTH WE MAY GO, BUT IT'S THE COMMON GAVEL | KNOW THAT KEEPS THE STEADY
FLOW. AS MY LABORS HAVE ENDED IN THE WEST | SHALL STAND, SO HAND ME MY TROWEL THE TRUE TOOL OF THIS JUST
MAN. A COMPASS POINTS THE WAY AND WITH THE SQUARE | CAN'T STRAY, AND STANDING ON THE HOLY BIBLE AS IT LIGHTS
MY DARKEST WAY. WHY DO | TRAVEL?

THAT WHITE CRISP APRON OF LAMBSKIN WE TEACH, IT'S THE BADGE OF A MASON NOW THIS IS SO UNIQUE. STAINLESSIT IS
WITH THE INNOCENCE OF THE JUST BORN, IT'S THAT WHITE LAMBSKIN APRON FOR YEARS | HAVE WORN. FROM FIVE POINTS
WE EXTEND A FAITHFUL BREAST TO A FRIEND-AND AT OFTEN TIME WISE COUNSEL IS WHISPERED JUST WITHIN. KNEE TO
KNEE WE MAY GO AS WE OFFER PRAYER TO THEE-MY GOD MY DEITY YOU HAVE COME TO BLESS ME. WHY DO | TRAVEL?

THE WILL AND PLEASURE OF THE CRAFT IS S0 COMMONLY USED, GUARD IT WITH SINCERITY BECAUSE IT TOO CAN BE
ABUSED. WAIT WITH PATIENCE I WAS TOLD WHEN I INQUIRED THE UNKNOWN-THE TRUE ESSENCE OF THESE LESSONS WAS
YET T0 BE SHOWN. MY BROTHERS | LOVE YOU WITH MY HEART. AND MY SOUL-MY BROTHERS I LOVE YOU AS | JOURNEY THIS
LONELY ROAD. TIME AFTER TIME AS THE SANDS SWIFTLY FLOWS LET THERE BE LIGHT | WAS THEN GENTLY TOLD. WHY DO
TRAVEL?

THE FIRST SHALL BE LAST AND THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST-FROM THE EAST TO THE WEST AND SOUTH THEY REHEARSED. AN
EXODUS WE MADE T0 TRAVEL THE UNKNOWN-WHILE TRIED. BY MANY I KEPT STRONG AND PRESSED, WHY DO | TRAVEL?
THEN LEFT TO WONDER A SOLO PATH I TOOK-I COULDN'T BE SHAKEN BECAUSE THE GREAT | AM WAS WITH ME. WITH MY

TRUST BEING IN GOD MY FAITH WAS WELL FOUND-IT WAS THEN THE PLUMB LINE | USED THAT COMPLETED JACOB'S
ROUNDS! WHY DO | TRAVEL?

WRITTEN BY: MWGM COREY D. SHACKLEFORD
FOUNDATION LODGE NO. 592 (PHA)
MWPHGL OF GEORGIA
JULY 18, 2005



INItIative

What is the "But God Initiative?

This is A voluntary initiative instituted during the administration of the 18" Most Worshipful
Grand Master of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Georgia. The initiative
requests a minimum of 20% of the membership in our organization - to make a selfless
commitment and sacrifice by donating $1,000.00 each - to pay off the mortgage owed at 7340

0ld National Highway - thus positioning us to satisfy our debt in full within the next three years

or less.

How does this benefit the Jurisdiction?

o Free & Clear: We, the MWPHGL of Georgia, will own the 7340 Old National Highway

property.

« Financial Security: The MWPHGL of Georgia will be financially secure to assist with
our overall mission of doing God's will to serve the youth, elderly, community, and
membership.

o Building Fund Exemptions: This will allow us to honor the Actual and Honorary Life
Members (Brothers & Sisters) exemption from the Annual Building Fund payment.

o Free KOP Summer Camp: KOP Summer Camp will be completely free to our youth
actively participating in our local KOP Councils.

o Free Grand Youth Chapter Session: Grand Youth Session will be completely free to
our youth actively participating in our local Youth Chapters.

o Increased Annual Scholarships: This will allow us to provide increased amounts of
annual Scholarships given to our youth to pursue a higher education or trade skill.

‘Who can participate?

o Individual Members

o Lodges & Chapters
o Districts
« Concordant Bodies
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‘What other benefits am I guaranteed?

.
o One-time Payment:

= Lifetime Exemption from the annual Building Fund of MWPHGL of
Georgia.

= One-year exemption of registration fees for Grand Session, Mid-Winter
Leadership Meeting, and PH Day.

= Your name will be engraved on the "Wall of Fame" in the foyer of the
Grand East for your selfless contribution.

= Presented with a "But God Initiative" Certificate and neck medallion
— with the option to wear, when in full Masonic/OES regalia, to identify
you as a fully participating member.

o Installment Payment Plan:

= Lifetime Exemption from the annual Building Fund of MWPHGL of GA.

* Your name will be engraved on the "Wall of Fame" in the foyer of the
Grand East — on display — for your selfless contribution.

= Presented with a "But God Initiative" Certificate and Neck Medallion
— with the option to wear, when in full Masonic/OES regalia, to identify
you as a fully participating member.

« Lodges & Chapters, Districts, Concordant Bodies

o Each participating Lodge, Chapter, District, and Concordant body's name will be

engraved on a "Wall of Fame" plaque in the foyer of the Grand East.
« Non-Contributing Members

o AFTER OUR DEBT IS SETTLED, and we own our Grand East at 7340 Old
National Hwy due to the "But God" Initiative, all non-contributing members and
new bers in our organization will pay a reduced annual Building Fund
amount of $50.00 for both brothers and Sisters.

o The continued annual Building Fund will support the identified benefits
mentioned earlier — in addition to ing building mai utilities, and
future expansion of the Grand East and fi ial support to 330 Auburn Ave.

o Any donation amount is acceptable for those that would like to contribute toward
the "But God" initiative; however, the incentives only apply to the above-
mentioned payment options.

I am committed to being GREAT! - How do I participate?
One-time payment of $1000:

But God $1000 Contribution
Installment Payments:

Initial payment of $250.00 followed by three (3) additional payments of $250.00 within 18
months or less from the first installment.

But God $250 Installment Plan Contribution - Down Payment

But God $250 Installment Plan Contribution - Second Payment

But God $250 Installment Plan Contribution - Third Payment

But God $250 Installment Plan Contribution - Final Payment

Payment by PayPal App:
Send payment to butgod@mwphglga.org

NOTE: Please select the "Friends and Family” option!

Check By Mail:

Cashier's check (made payable to "But God Initiative") sent to:
MWPHGLGA
c/o But God Initiative
P.O. Box 3795

Savannah, GA 31414
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Nitiative As of 5/31/2021

MWGM Corey D. Shackleford, Sr.
RWDGM Primus T. James
RWGSW Jonathan White
RWGJW Derwin Canty

Corey D. Shackleford, Jr.

Evan Shackleford

DDGM L.M. Pierce

DDGM Roger L. Smith

DDGM Emeritus John Gilliam
DDGM Emeritus J.B. King
ADDGM Michael Brannon
ADDGM Turvon Casey
ADDGM Reggie R. Walker
ADDGM Steve Williams
Atlanta Masonic District #3 West
Brother Anthony Brown
Brother Maurice Butler
Brother Alfred Cook

Brother Cesar A Rodriguez Guisao
Brother Charles George
Brother Demetris Hill
Brother Eric Jackson

Brother Gerald Howell
Brother Gregory Jackson
Brother Anthony Murray
Brother DeAndre Pickett
Brother Aaron L. Prater
Brother Cedric Rhodes
Brother Eric Scott

Brother James Summers
Brother James Swann
Brother Kendall McKnight
Brother Reginald McLane
Brother Kevin McKenzie
Brother Ronald Nealy
Brother Santonio Gleaton, Sr.

Brother Tommie King
Brother Torri Caldwell
Brother William Scurry
Brother Wendell Sims
Brother Joe Ward

Brother Joseph Wiltshire
H.R. Butler Lodge #23
Plymouth Rock Lodge #86
Foundation Lodge #592
Exodus Lodge #593

Truth & Union Lodge #594
PM Gerald Adams

PM Charles Bennett

PM Marcus Cromartie

PM Albert L. Culler

PM Enos Garvin

PM Maurice Gilbert

PM Byron Jones Jr.

PM Roderick Jones

PM Madison Price

PM Lavoniah Sanders

PM Titus Swint

DWM Vivian Pierce
PDWM Ethel Gilliam
PDWM Mable Ray

PM Tina Delgado

PM Doreatha Dukes
Sister Rosetta Parker Austin
Sister Jennifer Balance
Sister Michelle Banks
Sister Natalie Brown
Sister April Howell

Sister Chiquita Williams
Sister Ella M. Rhodes
SparClean Premier Cleaning Solutions
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MATRON'’S CORNER

“DOING THINGS MY WAY ”

GUWM OPENING FROM LINE OFFICERS TRAINING - MARCH 29, 2021

Leadership is not
easy, it is work. You
can gain a title, but
no one remembers
your service.

What did you think when coming
into a leadership role in the
Order? | will do things my way.
On Palm Sunday, it occurred to
me that when Jesus rode into
town on the colt, He knew the
situation. He had already pre-
pared for what was ahead. As line
officers, when you arrive in lead-
ership positions, you should have
already prepared by having an
in-depth understanding of the
Order. Can you prepare for every-
thing ahead? No! However,
having a foundation of prior
knowledge and continuing to
study the works of the Order
takes you a long way. Most im-
portantly, it removes the thought
of “doing things my way.”
Although some of you may feel
that you were thrown into posi-
tions with little to no prepara-
tions, you were willing to accept
the challenge. This is an Order of
service to others, and NOT to the
line officers. You were elected to
SERVE at the “pleasure” of the

chapter. Making it to leadership
positions is not the time you sit
back and watch others labor; this
is when YOU lead by working the
hardest!

As your Grand Worthy Matron, it
is my duty to encourage you to
prepare for your positions as
Jesus prepared for Holy week. For
Jesus prepared for what was
ahead, so should you.

If you are saying, “I can't wait
until this year is over and get out
of this position,” | am not talking
to you. (Well... Maybe | am). Why
are you rushing? (what have you
done during the pandemic to be
tired?). You were told when en-
tering that you must believe in a
Supreme Being? Where is your
Faith? Because only what you do
for God will last. If you have ut-
tered the words, “I am tired”,
then show it! Present your stew-
ardship to the chapter and show
them all you have done to be
tired.

Your role as a line officer is to

study. You should always have
the tools in this Order needed to
answer questions for your mem-
bers. Work together with your
fellow line officers and member-
ship to keep you and the chapter
strong because NO leader can
stand alone. The members of
each chapter are the pillars of
your chapter.

The Grand Team has continuously
worked to bring our Jurisdiction
into the “New Normal.” As Lead-
ers, what are your plans to get
your members to the meetings
when virtual meetings end? Be-
cause virtual meetings will end.
Line officers should be discussing
this NOW! You must be prepared
to Ride On, like King Jesus.

Leadership is not eas:
You can gain a title, bu
remembers your ser
what you do for God
ters. Leaving a
your members wi
years to come.
Remember,
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GRAND WORTHY
MATRON'’S CORNER

Prince Hall Grand Chapter

Order of the Eastern Star
Jurisdiction

Grand Worthy Matron Deaia

| FORDMOTOR

Contributed by
PAST MATRON THERESA HILL
Grand Secretary, Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Cha

Ford Motor Company Fund supports initiatives and 1
education, community life, and driving safely.

They seek to build partnerships with organizatis
demonstrated commitment to maximizing a:
objectives and delivering quality programs and
development of organizations that promote di

As part of Ford’s “Finish Strong” initiative
COVID-19 by donating 120 million masks

Our Grand Worthy Matron, Sister De:
leader in our jurisdiction, immediatel
the same mission goals as Ford Motor
lives better, and provide better
students.

The Grand Worthy Matron’s:
asked for 5,000 masks, Ford

Our compassionate Gran
Worthy Matrons with
community.



HISTORY

PAST GRAND MASTER WILLAM E. TERRY
BROKEN COLUMN CEREMONY

On Saturday, April 3, 2021, over 300 Prince Hall Freemasons from throughout the
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Georgia traveled to Porterdale Cemetery
in Columbus, Georgia, to perform a Broken Column Ceremony to honor Past Grand
Master William E. Terry, who served as Grand Master of the Most Worshipful Prince
Hall Grand Lodge of Georgia as the 6th and 8th Grand Master and is the only person
in the history of Prince Hall Masonry in Georgia to serve two different terms as Grand
Master (1888-1889 and 1894 until he died in 1901 while serving as Grand Master). Past
Grand Master Terry also served as the first Worthy Grand Patron of the Most Wor-
shipful Prince Hall Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star, Jurisdiction of Georgia.
The Broken Column Ceremony honors Freemasons who die while serving as Grand
Master and symbolizes that a pillar of strength has broken, and the work of the
Grand Master was not finished.

At 9:45 am, the brothers from throughout the jurisdiction of Georgia lined up in the
center of Porterdale Cemetery to form the processional to the gravesite of Past
Grand Master William E. Terry. The procession to the gravesite was led by Sir Knight
Edward P. Russell, Most Eminent Grand Commander of the John H. Deveaux Grand
Commandery of Knight Templar Masons, and his sword team, who escorted the 18th
Most Worshipful Grand Master, Honorable Corey D. Shackleford Sr., and his adminis-
tration.

This historic event included speeches by local Columbus dignitaries and a detailed
historical account of the life and times of Past Grand Master Terry provided by Past
Master Dave Gillarm. This experience concluded with an excellent and proficient per-
formance of the Broken Column ceremony led by Past Master Earnest Baulkmon,
Past Master Jerome Williams, Worshipful Master Chris Brown, and Brother Eddie
Bray. The brothers and sisters of Columbus District No. 4, under the leadership of Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Master Matthew Bonham and Assistant District Deputy Grand
Master Horace Boarders, with the assistance of District Deputy Grand Master Emeri-
tus Freddie Grisson, worked tirelessly to execute this honorable recognition for our
Past Grand Master. This event embodied the true spirit of brotherhood and truly up-
lifted the theme “it is always the right time to do the right thing.” While we pray that
we will never have to conduct another broken column ceremony, it was the right
time to bestow this well-deserved honor after 120 years.
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Contributed by
PAST MASTER BERTRAM THOMAS JR. - GRAND EDITOR
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Georgia







