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“The dark day of slavery is fast passing away, and as its shadows 
recede, it is our duty, as colored men, who were the subjects of 

oppression, to advance toward light and knowledge.” – PGM Lewis 

Hayden to PGM James Simms, 1872.



The Belief… The Battle… The Victory… 

Prince Hall Freemasons that Fought for Justice in America

Reverend James M. Simms traveled to 
Boston, MA circa 1864 where he joined the 

Union Army, was ordained as a minister and 

became a Mason.
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Shadrach Minkins escaped from 
slavery in 1850 and ran to Boston 

where he became a waiter.  This is 

also the same year that Congress 

passed the Fugitive Slave Act.
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Fugitive Slave Act

- Passed by Congress as part of the compromise of 
1850

- Required that slaves be returned to their owners, 

even if they were in a free state.

- Slaves were denied the right of a jury trial

- Commissioners would receive $10 ($322 in todays 
money) if he found that the individual was proven 

to be a slave.

- Persons found to be providing shelter or food to a 

“fugitive” was subject to six months imprisonment 

and a $1,000 fine.
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Shadrack Minkins was arrested on Feb. 
15, 1851 and immediately taken to the 

nearby courthouse.  Lawyer Robert 

Morris (on right) was one of the lawyers 

who tried to assist by filing a write of 

habeas corpus.  His attempt was 
unsuccessful. PGM Lewis Hayden along 

with other abolitionists took matters 

into their own hands.  They stormed the 

court room and seized Shadrach.  They 

then helped him escape from 
Massachusetts and into Canada.
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Thomas Simms, the brother of 
PGM James Simms, escaped from 

slavery in Savannah and fled to 

Boston circa 1851.  His owner, 

James Potter, tracked him down 

and demanded that city officials 
enforce the Fugitive Slave Act.  

Thomas was arrested on April 4, 

1851.  Fearing that he would be 

kidnapped by Lewis Hayden and 

fellow abolitionists, the mayor of 
Boston ordered that the doors of 

the courthouse be chained. He 

allowed his police officers to be 

deputized to help with the security 

detail.  On April 11, 300 police 
officers escorted Thomas Simms to 

the naval yard where another 250 

armed guards were waiting.
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Thomas ends up in Vicksburg, 
MS where he escapes again in 

1863.  He flees north where he 

runs into the Union Army.  He 

tells them about the strength 

of the Confederate forces in 
Vicksburg and the Union 

Army allows him to continue 

his travel back to Boston 

carrying a pass bearing 

Ulysses S. Grant’s signature.
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James Simms trip to Boston 
was about much more than 

just an escape from the Civil 

War.  He went there were he 

would be reunited with his 

brother and acquaint himself 
with the men who tried to save 

his brother from slavery years 

earlier.

Lewis Hayden was serving as 
the Grand Master of the 

MWPHGL of Massachusetts 

and Robert Morris was serving 

as the Deputy Grand Master 

when Eureka and Hilton 
Lodges were established.
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While Eureka #11 and Hilton 
#13 were being established in 

Savannah by the Prince Hall 

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 

another lodge was also being 

established in Augusta.  This 
lodge would be called Banneker 

Lodge #38 and was chartered 

by Pennsylvania.

Their first WM was James A. 
Jackson. Senior Warden was 

Reverend Robert T. Kent and 

Junior Warden was John R. 

Barefield.
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- Reverend Robert T. Kent was made 
a Mason in Pennsylvania.

- Traveled to Georgia sometime 

before the civil war.

- Is presumably the first Prince Hall 

Mason that was in the State of 
Georgia.

- Passed for being white while he 

was preaching in Augusta. It was 

discovered that he was black until 

he was at a Freedman’s Bureau 
meeting in Augusta in 1866.

- Became the first Grand Chaplain 

when the Grand Lodge formed on  

June 24, 1870.
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June 24, 1870 the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Georgia Free & 
Accepted Masons was organized in Savannah
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