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“The dark day of slavery is fast passing away, and as its shadows
recede, i1t 1s our duty, as colored men, who were the subjects of

oppression, to advance toward light and knowledge.” — PGM Lewis
Hayden to PGM James Simms, 1872.



Reverend James M. Simms traveled to
Boston, MA circa 1864 where he joined the
Union Army, was ordained as a minister and
became a Mason.




Shadrach Minkins escaped from
slavery in 1850 and ran to Boston
where he became a waiter. This is
also the same year that Congress
passed the Fugitive Slave Act.
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CAUTION!!
COLORED PEOPLE

OF BOSTON, 0NE & ALL

~ You ‘are. hereby respectfully CAUTIONED and

dyised, to avoid conversing with the
Weﬁt&fimen aml Police t?lﬂicers
of Boston,

" For since the recent ORDER OF THE MAYOR &

ALDEKE TEN, they are empowered to act as

KIDNAPPERS
Slave Catbhers,

And they have already heen act em
KIDNAPPING, CATCHING, AND Kﬁ‘ﬁ
SLAYES. Therefor?‘itxu value your LlBERTY
and the Welfare of & gitives nmong you, Slum
them in exery possible manuer, as so many HOUNDS,
on the track of the most anfortunate of our race.

q Keep a Sharp Look Out for

KIDNAPPERS, and have
TOP EYE open.

APRIL 24, 1851.




Fugitive Slave Act

- Passed by Congress as part of the compromise of
1850
Required that slaves be returned to their owners,
even 1f they were 1n a free state.
Slaves were denied the right of a jury trial
Commissioners would receive $10 ($322 in todays
money) if he found that the individual was proven
to be a slave.
Persons found to be providing shelter or food to a
“fugitive” was subject to six months imprisonment
and a $1,000 fine.



Shadrack Minkins was arrested on Feb.
15, 1851 and immediately taken to the
nearby courthouse. Lawyer Robert
Morris (on right) was one of the lawyers
who tried to assist by filing a write of
habeas corpus. His attempt was
unsuccessful. PGM Lewis Hayden along
with other abolitionists took matters
into their own hands. They stormed the
court room and seized Shadrach. They
then helped him escape from
Massachusetts and into Canada.




LIBERTY,

- . =

- ” = - L 7

99 2 . = 2

o = - %

: —_ - >

——— - - > nH . -

L - = : - e - .

- = 24 o s p— Y tee > v

o\' - - o = - - o - . =

3 o - ~ - 3 - - ) .

— = i 5 a4 g PRCoeel B .

-t = ~— - = &7 .H | - \ =

— 7o . S I S SO | B > o
2 2 . = ~ - & CUIIATE | i N .
— et s = — - = = ! o -
- s - = o - = . 3 -

e -V = - 3 s > S =

— - : S g 7 - - -

p— 3 ~ L r.o - ~ <

5 . a4 - - I S YR <y 2

- S, —~ -r " - - <. 1 S

— - o 5 o, b SHER B >

e ~ —_— - =

P— -y : = s - T

r— ’ ) o p— - o

- ot - 3 -

- P’ ~ - -~ - ~ 3

—_ 7. = W =

-~ - »®

o -~ o *

— - ™~ A

o I

\N

T




Thomas Simms, the brother of
PGM James Simms, escaped from
slavery in Savannah and fled to
Boston circa 1851. His owner,
James Potter, tracked him down
and demanded that city officials
enforce the Fugitive Slave Act.
Thomas was arrested on April 4,
1851. Fearing that he would be
kidnapped by Lewis Hayden and
fellow abolitionists, the mayor of
Boston ordered that the doors of
the courthouse be chained. He
allowed his police officers to be
deputized to help with the security
detail. On April 11, 300 police
officers escorted Thomas Simms to
the naval yard where another 250
armed guards were waiting.




Thomas ends up in Vicksburg,
MS where he escapes again in
1863. He flees north where he
runs into the Union Army. He
tells them about the strength
of the Confederate forces in
Vicksburg and the Union
Army allows him to continue
his travel back to Boston
carrying a pass bearing
Ulysses S. Grant’s signature.

“THE HOUSE OF BONDAGH,”

TIIOMAS SIS,

TBE Returned Bondman of 1851-the Wolcomed
Freedman of 1863, lately from Vicksburg, Miss,,
will give a narrative of his exportences at the South,

This (Wednesday) Evening, May Gth,
At tho TREMONT TEMPLE, at 8 o'clock.

Wi, LLOYD GARRISON, E8q., WENDELL PHILLIPS,
Eag.. and other gentlemon, may also bo expected to
address the audfonco,

Single admission 15 cts; double admission 25 cts,

Tickats to bo obtained at Ditson & Co.'s, and at tho
Tomple on WYednesday evening, It my6




James Simms trip to Boston
was about much more than
just an escape from the Civil
War. He went there were he
would be reunited with his
brother and acquaint himself
with the men who tried to save
his brother from slavery years
earlier.

Lewis Hayden was serving as
the Grand Master of the
MWPHGL of Massachusetts
and Robert Morris was serving
as the Deputy Grand Master
when Eureka and Hilton
Lodges were established.
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While Eureka #11 and Hilton
#13 were being established in
Savannah by the Prince Hall

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,

another lodge was also being
established in Augusta. This
lodge would be called Banneke
Lodge #38 and was chartered
by Pennsylvania.

Their first WM was James A.
Jackson. Senior Warden was
Reverend Robert T. Kent and

Junior Warden was John R.
Barefield.
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A TRAVELLER TESTIFIES.
The last witness for- tha ‘Huronn took the
stand, Robert Keat. e haye seen this person

frequesitly on the street, hut had always thought

him a white man. (Roberd baid that ic. had
acen much of the wants of the freedmen. Hig
experience differed from that of his brothers,

.dorm

Draz1of) Kod-Fraged; ' " Fus 3ot thel
lgnomm class that tr c:ltt‘d thc ncp:ro M)‘}s'f “or
from whom he had the most to fear ; it wns the
middle clase.” Robert thought that.iha Burean

waa one of the greatest ' blessings fopk,'rrcd on
he negro. ‘It was bis lr}mls hié fae-t, hls‘ﬁoc
Yor, his Jawyer, his (¥ 17 " AR

Reverend Robert T. Kent was made
a Mason in Pennsylvania.
Traveled to Georgia sometime
before the civil war.

Is presumably the first Prince Hall
Mason that was in the State of
Georgia.

Passed for being white while he
was preaching in Augusta. It was
discovered that he was black until
he was at a Freedman’s Bureau
meeting in Augusta in 1866.
Became the first Grand Chaplain
when the Grand Lodge formed on
June 24, 1870.



June 24, 1870 the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Georgia Free &
Accepted Masons was organized in Savannah

CONSTITUTION

OF THE

GRAND LODGE

CF

%’TD

el fgan

FOR THE

STATE OF GEORGTA.

| Osoanzen AT SavanyNad, June 24, A, L. 5870, A. D. 1870.

E. J. PURSE, PUBLIBHER.
MARLOW PRINTING Housk,
No. 23 C. R. R,
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